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UPDATE

This is an exciting time for the delivery of the Paddock Wood Community Centre which, 
following years of preparation, is now finally becoming a reality. The need for a Community 
Centre was identified back in 2008 and since then, the council and local groups have worked 
on the proposals.  The groups identified the need for a 300 seater hall which could be divided 
into three community rooms, a community centre office and meeting room, a café area and 
kitchen and a  pre-school nursery. 

The Council recruited an architect to produce outline designs to enable procurement of a 
contractor. In 2020 local contractor Baxall won the tender and are now on board to deliver the 
project through to construction. Once built a community hall management group will be setup 
to oversee the running of the centre and ensure facilities are available for local residents.

The Community Centre, located on the Memorial Recreation Ground, is anticipated to become 
a hub for all residents to enjoy and a focal landmark. It will include a memorial plaque 
proposed by the Paddock Wood & District Royal British Legion Branch to remember those  
who died in many conflicts. 

The Council will receive £1m from developer contributions and currently puts aside £60k a 
year towards the community facility. Some of these funds have paid for work to date. As 
the designs are being finalised, the Council anticipates borrowing up to £1.9m to build the 
centre. Based on current borrowing rates, this will cost £72k per year over 50 years. To cover 
this, the Council will need to raise a further £12k a year to repay the loan. This would equate 
to an additional £3.98 per year in council tax for a band D property.  However, the new homes 
being built in Paddock Wood will generate around £150k a year in council tax once completed. 
As these houses do not add significant additional costs to the Council it is anticipated that 
these funds will be used to offset any increase in council tax and possibly reduce the council 
tax in future years.  
Cllr Carol Williams, Chairman, Community Centre Working

Baxall were engaged by PWTC under a pre contract 
services agreement and are working with PWTC to 
develop the original design. The aim is to make the 
building more visually appealing, reduce the impact 
on the Memorial Recreation Ground and increase 
efficiency of the internal space. It is  challenging to 

meet everyone’s expectations but with a great team approach we have refined the design to 
achieve the Towns Council’s vision.

We understand the impact on the field is very important to residents, so working with our 
landscape and building architects, we have worked to reduce the impact on the field as much 
as possible.  We are also working with our mechanical engineers on the most cost effective 
and energy efficient solution for heating and ventilating the hall.  Our acoustic team is 
working with the design team to ensure the finished building does not disturb residents.

We are preparing for further public consultation. This will be held in a virtual forum/online due 
to the pandemic.  Following this we take on board the feedback and develop the design prior 
to submitting planning application to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  
Graham Tuthill, Project Manager, Baxall Construction
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ADD MEMORIAL PLAQUE IMAGE 

British Legion 
The Memorial Field is the best 
place for the Community Centre, as 
it is easily accessible by road, 
bicycle, walking and bus routes.  
The Memorial in the town is in 
memory of the fallen from both 
WW1 and WW2.  A memorial 
plaque will be placed on the 
Community Centre to remember 
the fallen from all conflicts, 
providing a reminder for all those 
using the centre and the field of 
those who served their country.  
We see this as an opportunity for 
the whole community. 

Paddock Wood Guides  
Paddock Wood currently has 2 
Rainbow units, 2 Brownie units, 2 
Guide units & 1 Ranger unit that 
meet on various nights of the week. 

 Most of the units currently use halls 
where there is no storage and have 
to carry with them what they need 
every week. 

Hall space is also a problem and 
some units cannot expand as there 
are no halls available on the night in 
question with the additional space 
needed. 

Our hope is that the community 
centre will supply both the space 
and the storage that we need. 

District Commissioners 

Great to have new pre-school 
facilities (Parents)

Paddock Wood Youth Council 
look forward to more youth 
activities with increased space 

What local groups have told us: 
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Pre-School Nursery 
 
A new Community Centre is a very exciting prospect for all of Paddock 
Wood. It will be super for Early Years children to enjoy a purpose-built pre-
school building, a warm, safe building making the most of the natural light 
and having access to a fabulous green area. Imagine the Memorial field 
buzzing with children enjoying the fresh air. The positive impact on the 
future of the Community of Paddock Wood is huge, the well-designed 
environment will enrich the learning journeys of the children who, with the 
support of Early Years Educators, will be able to flourish, learning through 
play to be skilful communicators and confident, independent children. The 
pre-school families will provide footfall to the Community Centre, for the 
children as they grow up, it will be a very familiar place that they will 
return to again and again. Children’s parties, Rainbows, Beavers, Cubs……… 
or even as a wedding venue. 
 
Nursery Owners 

During consultation residents have told us: 

 

 Nice view 
across park 

I like the idea of a central 
focal point and the potential 
to promote community 

Wonderful opportunity 
for community. Addresses 
current facilities shortfall  

Much need for the community 
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Evolving plan of the exterior of the Community Centre: 

During the design stage alterations are being made to take account of feedback from the 
public from previous community and engagement events and the Community Centre 
Working Party  and to deliver the project within the budget.  This has resulted in moving the 
nursery to the back of the building, reducing the impact on the field and enabling provision 
of a nursery play area immediately outside the classrooms. Below is the latest suggested 
design. 

Next Steps 

Baxalls and the Community Centre Working Party will consult with local groups, 
developing public displays (COVID-19 compliant) around the town and posting on social 
media. 

Once the consultation is complete and feedback has been reviewed, the plans will be 
finalised and submitted to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Planning department. Baxall 
will then move forward with us to produce the detailed interior plans ,including finishes, 
doors, flooring and the elements that will bring the building to life. 

The evolving plans can be seen on the council website at: www.paddockwood-tc.gov.uk.  
Comments can be submitted to: clerk@paddockwoodtc.co.uk.  
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