
 

 

 PADDOCK WOOD TOWN COUNCIL 
The Podmore Building, St Andrews Field, St Andrews Road 

Paddock Wood, Kent, TN12 6HT 
Telephone:  01892 837373 

www.paddockwood-tc.gov.uk 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF PADDOCK WOOD TOWN COUNCIL HELD VIA ZOOM ON 
Monday 18th January 2021, AT 7.30 PM 

 
PRESENT:  Cllr M Flashman, in the Chair 

Cllr R. Atkins, (TWBC) D. Boyle, S. Hamilton, (KCC & TWBC) D Kent,  
R. Moon, M Ridger, D. Sargison, R Turk, C. Williams 

    
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs N Reay, Town Clerk 
   Borough Cllr M Bailey 
   7 residents 
 
APOLOGY:  Cllr E Thomas 
     
QUESTIONS FROM RESIDENTS (15 minutes) 
The following questions were asked: 
If the proposed Community Centre was not built on the Memorial Field, then the whole of this field 
would be designated as green space as it was in the 2006 Local Plan.  Please can you advise when 
this designation was changed and by who.   
 
Paddock Wood Town Council has no knowledge of when the designation of the Memorial Field was 
changed.  This will have been done by Officers at the Borough Council as part of the preparations 
for the new local plan.  Paddock Wood Town Council has not lobbied for this change to take place.   
 
The response is "proposals for the centre are likely to be determined ahead of the Neighbourhood 
Plan being made" then what was the point of asking this question if the result is going to be 
ignored? 
 
All that the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire asked was whether the plan should have as one of 
its main areas of focus the protection and enhancement of green space.  Some people have 
mentioned the Memorial Field in their response, but the question does not refer specifically to the 
Memorial Field.  It refers to the whole of the parish of Paddock Wood.  
  
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLORS UPDATE (10 minutes) 
Borough Cllrs Hamilton and Bailey had responded in writing to the P & E Committee to the questions 
previously raised. 
 
 
C97 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
C98 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
a) The minutes of the meeting held on 21st December 2020 were APPROVED with the following 

amendment (C96) It was requested that all borough councillors be kept updated of meetings.  
A draft copy had been uploaded onto the website shortly after the meeting.  This was on the 
advice of the Dept of Communities, which stated that the draft minutes should be published 
as soon as possible after a meeting at which a resolution was passed to make an application 
for borrowing approval. 

http://www.paddockwood-tc.gov.uk/


 

 

b) The minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee meetings held on the 20th December 
2020 & 4th January 2021 were NOTED. 

(c) The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held 11th January 2021were NOTED 
d) The minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 11th January 2021 were NOTED. 
  
C99 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 A letter had been sent to County Councillor Mike Hills, regarding the Paddock Wood Library 

and his response was attached for members information. 
 Member’s expressed concern that the library may not re-open in the future.   
 It was proposed from the chair that Standing Orders should be suspended to allow the county 

councillor to respond to the concerns.  CARRIED unanimously. 
 
 CC Hamilton advised that there was no intention to close the library on a permanent basis.  

The County Council would do its utmost to ensure it re-opened as soon as possible. 
 
 (at this point the chairman asked if standing orders should be re-instated and the clerk advised that they should 

be.  A member of the public subsequently contacted the chairman to state that she did not believe Standing 
Orders had been re-instated. Members will be briefed prior to approving the minutes at the next meeting) 

 

 Members thanked CC Hamilton for her reassurance and asked if there was anything the town 
council could do to support the re-opening of the library.   

 
 A member of the public had considered setting up a petition to lobby the county council. 
 
 Cllr Williams proposed, Cllr Boyle seconded: 
 The Town Council should show its supports to residents to set up a petition against the 

closure of the library. 
 
 (The clerk cautioned against the town council supporting petitions.) 
 
 Carried 7 in favour, 3 abstentions.  
 
C100 FINANCE 
a) Cllr Flashman proposed, Cllr Boyle seconded: 

That the Council APPROVES the budget for 2021/22  
CARRIED 8 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstention. 
 
The Finance Committee was thanked for its efforts on the budget. 
 

b) Cllr Flashman proposed, Cllr Williams seconded 
That the Council APPROVE the precept of £460,593.00 for 2021/22. This equates to a 0.3% 
reduction in the previous year’s precept (or 51p on a band D property.) 
CARRIED 8 in favour 2 against. 
 

c) Cllr Boyle proposed, Cllr Williams seconded 
That the payments list voucher nos 515 - 696   should be APPROVED. 
CARRIED unanimously. 

d) The receipts list voucher nos 160 - 168 was NOTED 
 
C101 COMMUNITY CENTRE 
a) The planning application was submitted on the 18th December to Tunbridge Wells Planning 

Department.  It has been validated that day and a link would be circulated to all members. 
b) The application for borrowing approval is being put together and will be submitted as soon 

as the relevant documentation has been collated. 



 

 

c) The next Working Party meeting on the 27th January 2021. 
d) A design team meeting will be arranged with Baxall to start discussing the RiBA 4 elements. 
e) The Friends of Memorial Playing Field have requested that the Borough Council set up an e-

petition.  The petition asks that the Borough Council lobbies the Town Council to reconsider 
its plans to build the Community Centre on the Memorial Field.   

f) The minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd December 2020 are attached for members 
information. It was confirmed that the Covid 19 risk register had been recently updated and 
would be put on the website. 

 
C102 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The chairman advised that the appeal against the refusal of planning permission for Churchill 
Homes to build retirement flats in Commercial Road had been determined.  The Planning 
Inspector had upheld the appeal and planning permission had been granted.  This will have 
an impact on the masterplan for the town centre. 
 
The survey results had been collated and would be discussed at the next NP steering group 
meeting. 
 
The next meeting will take place on the 20th January 2021.  Minutes of the meeting are 
attached for members information. 

 
C103 COVID 19 UPDATE 
a) Current staffing – guidance has been drawn up and approved by the Personnel Committee. 

Office staff are mainly working at home, with one member of staff visiting the office daily.  The 
ground staff are working alternate days on essential work, with the Estates Manager 
overseeing and attending the workshops as required. 

b) Annual Town Meeting – the Annual Town Meeting would normally take place at the beginning 
of April.  However, due to the Covid 19 pandemic members discussed delaying the meeting 
until the current crisis has abated.  Annual Town or Parish Meetings must be held by the 1st 
June.  Last year they were cancelled due to the pandemic.  It was suggested that the meeting 
should be delayed until 26th May, when it is hoped it will be possible to hold meetings in 
person again.  The current legislation only allows for on-line meetings up until the beginning 
of May. 

 
 Cllr Flashman proposed, Cllr Kent seconded: 
 That the Annual Town meeting should be delayed until the 26th May 2020. 
 CARRIED 9 in favour, 1 against 
 
C104 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
(a) Chairman’s meeting – the Covid 19 chairman’s group was continuing to meet fortnightly.  The 

following had been discussed at the last meeting: 

• Elections were still scheduled for the beginning of May. 

• The borough council had advised that it would balance its budget over the next two 
years using its reserves.  However, after that period it may be looking for the parishes 
to take over some services. 

(b)  Paddock Wood Business Association – the meeting had been cancelled.  
(c)  Bereko Committee – there had been no meeting 
(d) KALC – as per the chairman’s meeting 
(e) Medway Valley Line – the priority was the Paddock wood integrated travel scheme.  The 

details from the last meeting would be circulated to members. 
(f) Hop Pickers Line – there had been no meeting, but the board for Horsemonden green should 

be installed shortly.  The town council held the funds for the group. 
(g) Youth Council – the group had raised £90 for charity.  



 

 

(h) Putlands Leisure Centre Liaison meeting – dates were being sought for a meeting 
(i)  Liaison Meeting with developers – there had been no meeting. 
(j) Strategic sites meeting – next meeting was due at the beginning of February. 
 

Borough Cllr Bailey that the Borough Council had held a community heroes’ scheme and 
certificates would be issued shortly.  There would be some issued to Paddock Wood 
residents/groups. 

  
C105 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be held on Monday 15th February 2021. 
 
The meeting closed at 9 pm. 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 

 


