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 PADDOCKWOOD TOWN COUNCIL 
The Podmore Building, St Andrews Field, St Andrews Road 

Paddock Wood, Kent, TN12 6HT 
Telephone:  01892 837373 

www.paddockwoodtc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF PADDOCK WOOD TOWN COUNCIL HELD VIRTUALLY VIA 
ZOOM ON Monday 20th July, AT 7.30 PM 

 
PRESENT:  Cllr M Flashman, in the Chair 
   Cllr R. Atkins (TWBC), S. Barrett, D. Boyle, D Kent, R. Moon, M Ridger, 
   D. Sargison, C. Williams, R. Turk, 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs N Reay, Town Clerk 

5 residents 
 
APOLOGIES: Cllr E. Thomas, (TWBC) S. Hamilton (TWBC & KCC) 
 
QUESTIONS FROM RESIDENTS (15 minutes) 
The following questions had been received in writing.  Chairman’s response in italics. 
In reviewing its plans for the future of Paddock Wood has PWTC given due consideration to the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and the consequent changing social and economic landscape 
together with potential financial constraints and expectations for the future.  

• Both the Personnel and Finance Committees have held meetings to consider the impact of 
Covid 19 on Paddock Wood.   

• The budget has been reviewed and priorities for the current year reassessed.  Safe working 
practises for our staff have been considered and implemented.  

• The Town Council Offices currently remain closed to the public although our office staff 
have returned as of today now that risk assessments to ensure COVID 10 compliance have 
been completed.  

• Separate arrangements for our ground staff have also been put in place. Our play areas 
have all risk assessed for COVID 19 compliance and reopened this weekend.  

• A COVID 19 risk register has also been completed for the Community Centre project, which 
is being reviewed monthly and updated, as necessary. The Community Centre business 
case remains a live document and will be adjusted as and when necessary to take account 
of any impact on financial matters.  

• The 5-year plan working group will need to reassess our 5-year plan and make any 
appropriate recommendations to the Town Council for consideration by the time we start to 
plan next year’s plan in detail.  

Is it proposed that PWTC will review the site options for the Community Centre with the people of 
Paddock Wood and with a particular focus on the Putlands site? (which was originally suggested 
by Planning Officers). No proposals to review the site location again have been received.  
However, the council remains open to opportunities whereas part of the pre-construction services 
agreement, the impact on the site might be further mitigated by any changes that are proposed as 
part of this first stage of the two-stage contract. 
I am sure that you will be aware that some leisure centres near us may not be able to re-open 
because of funding issues, could this happen at Putlands?  
This is an issue which you need to contact Tunbridge Wells Borough Council about.  The Council’s 
contract is with them and not with the provider.  We should be very disappointed if this happened.  
There is currently 106 money allocated to developing sports at Putlands and the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan sports and recreation group is keen that indoor sports should be further 
developed at Putlands. 
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In the event that the site is changed a request should be submitted to Borough Planning officers 
and the Developers to vary the 106 agreements which were changed from the original to specify a 
site. Your point is noted 
 
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS FOR THE BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR (10 minutes) 
No questions for the borough & county councillors had been received. 
 
Borough Cllr Atkins advised the following: 

i) The closing date for the Love Where We Live Awards was 31st July 2020. 
ii) The newly elected Mayor was Cllr J Podbury & Deputy Mayor was Cllr Woodward 
iii) There will be closing comments from Grant Thornton on the Borough Council’s 

Calverley Square project at the Audit and Governance Meeting on Tuesday 21st July 
2020. 

 
C20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
C21 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
(a)  Cllr Atkins proposed, Cllr Williams seconded: 

That the minutes should be amended to reflect that Cllr Atkins had expressed concerns 
about the selection of the evaluation team for the Community Centre project. 
 
Voting   For: Cllrs Williams, Flashman, Atkins 

   Against: Cllrs Boyle, Moon, Ridger, Turk 
  Abstain: Cllrs Barrett, Sargison 
   Non-voting: Cllr Kent 

The motion was therefore LOST. 
 
Cllr Boyle proposed, Cllr Ridger seconded: 
That the minutes should be accepted in the format presented. 
CARRIED (6 in favour, 1 against, 2 abstained) 

 
(b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 15th June 2020 & 6th July 

2020.  The minutes from the 6th July would be re-issued. 
(c) The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 22nd June 2020 were NOTED. 
(d) The minutes of the Personnel Committee on the 29th June 2020 were NOTED. 
 
C22 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
(a) Cllr Sargison advised that he had received the minutes from the recent Medway Valley Line 

meeting.  The Clerk would circulate them to all members. 
(b) The Chairman of the Estates Committee advised that the fencing and security bollards had 

been installed on Green Lane. 
 
C23 CASUAL VACANCY 
 Following the resignation of Bill Hills there is now a casual vacancy on the council.  Ten 

electors have requested an election.  In response to the Covid-19 emergency, the UK 
government has passed The Local Government and Police and Crime Commissioner 
(Coronavirus) (Postponement of Elections and Referendums) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2020 and the Coronavirus Act 2020, which postpones all polls up to 6 May 
2021. 

 
 Tunbridge Wells Borough Council will advise the Town Council when the election can be 

held. 
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C24 VIRTUAL MEETING PROTOCOL 
 Members reviewed the protocol and proposed amendments. 
 Cllr Boyle proposed, Cllr Turk seconded: 
 That the council accepts amended protocol. 
 CARRIED 9 in favour, 1 against. 
 
C25 CONSULTATION ON CODE OF CONDUCT 

Members agreed that the council should make a response to the consultation. 
Cllrs Flashman, Moon & Williams would draft a response to be presented for approval at 
the next council meeting. 

 
C26    FOAL HURST WOOD CAR PARK 

Southern Water are proposing, as part of the upgraded sewer for Paddock Wood, to install a 
pumping station in the Foal Hurst Wood Car Park.  Car parking would be reduced by a third. 
The pumping station would be to serve the adjoining new housing development 
 
Both the Planning & Environment Committee and Estates Committee have objected to the 
proposals. 
 
It was members view that Southern Water had breached their obligations under the Water 
Industry Act 1991, which state: 
 General Duties 3 General environmental and recreational duties, subsections: 

 
• 2a) ii to further the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty and the 
conservation of flora, fauna and geological or physiographical features of special interest 
• 2 b) a requirement to consider any effect which the proposals would have on the 
beauty or amenity of any rural or urban area or on any such flora, fauna, features, buildings, 
sites, or objects 
• 3 a) a requirement to have regard to the desirability of preserving for the public any 
freedom of access to areas of woodland, mountains, moor, heath, down, cliff or foreshore 
and other places of natural beauty 
• 3 b) a requirement to consider any effect which the proposals would have on any such 
freedom of access or on the availability of any such facility. 
 
In addition, the proposal conflicted with SW’s Environmental Policy (May 2019) which 
includes the following commitments.  
 
• Be a good and trusted neighbour, be a steward for the environment whenever we 
operate 
• Incorporate sustainable development principles to balance economic, environmental, 
and social aspects in our business decisions 
• Deliver assets that maintain sound environmental performance, protecting biodiversity 
and natural ecosystems during asset delivery. 
 
The Town Council was trying to arrange a further meeting with Greg Clark MP & Southern 
Water. 
 
Cllr Williams proposed, Cllr Moon seconded: 
That the Council should write to Southern Water reminding them of the Values  
 

 CARRIED unanimously 
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 Cllr Williams would write as Chairman of the Planning & Environment Committee. 
 

It was also agreed that all four borough councillors should be asked to support the town 
council on this matter. 
 

C27 COMMUNITY CENTRE 
The recommendations following the procurement process will be made a separate meeting 
to be held on Tuesday 28th July at 7.30 pm. 

 
C28 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

(a) The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 15th July 2020.  The Chairman of the group 
advised that they had started working with the consultant and had applied for a grant of £10k. 
They had also been recommended for two support packages. One for the Town Centre 
design & the other on Design Codes. 
Troy Hayes Planning Limited have gathered the information which has been collated over the 
years.  Cllr Flashman has been in touch with Stephen Baughan & Hannah Young from TWBC 
planning department 

b) Following the resignation of Bill Hills there is a vacancy on the steering group for a Town 
Councillor.   

 Cllr Flashman proposed, Cllr Atkins seconded: 
 That Cllr Kent should be appointed to join the Steering group. 
 CARRIED 9 in favour, 1 abstention 
  
C29 FINANCE 
 Cllr Boyle proposed, Cllr Sargison seconded: 

The payments list: 127 – 197 should be APPROVED 
CARRIED unanimously 

 
C30 COVID 19 UPDATE 

The Estates Committee agreed to the re-opening of play areas at its meeting on the 13th July 
2020.  The Committee Chairman thanked the staff for putting into place the measures to 
enable the play areas to be opened on the 18th July 2020.  The Committee also agreed that 
Hi Kent could resume its hearing aid clinics in the Day Centre if they so wished. However, 
access would be limited to staff only and it would be on a drop off and collect basis only. 

 
C31 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
(a) Chairman’s meeting – The parish chairmen have been meeting virtually once week since the 

start of the crisis, but that had been reduced to once a fortnight now. 
(b)  Paddock Wood Business Association – no meetings. 
(c)  Bereko Committee - it is understood that the trip for the autumn to Bereko had been 

cancelled. 
(d) KALC - no report 
(e) Medway Valley Line – the minutes of the previous meeting will be circulated to members.  

The group is keen to develop an integrated travel system for Paddock Wood and copies of 
the development plans had been sent to the KCC transport officer. 

(f) Hop Pickers Line – no meeting had been held.  The Horsemonden Nostalgia Group were 
looking to hold a virtual event in September. 

(g) Youth Council – the youth council was seeking more members.  Two young people had 
expressed an interest in helping with the re-design of the skate park.  The Youth Council will 
hold a picnic at the skate park to discuss options. 

(h) Putlands Leisure Centre Liaison meeting – no meeting had been held 
(i)  Persimmon Liaison Meeting – no meeting had been held 
(j) Strategic sites meeting – next meeting would take place on the 1st August 2020. 
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(k) PW Lights Up – the group had taken the decision to cancel the event for 2020. 
 
C32 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 The next meetings will take place on Tuesday 28th July and 17th August 2020. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.46 pm. 
 

Chairman 


