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Paddock Wood is not a market town in the traditional sense of the term but at our steering 
group meeting last month we discussed the criteria that could be used to assess whether, in 
the context of the Neighbourhood Plan, we could be described as an aspiring market town 
for the 21st century.   
 
The primary purpose of a market town is to provide goods and services to the surrounding 
locality. The modern market town should have a little bit of everything, offering those 
important everyday products and services like food and other shopping, a library, a post 
office, medical services, opticians etc. It should have leisure and recreation facilities and 
entertainment such as a gym, a sports centre, an athletics track, playing fields - all of which 
Paddock Wood currently has.  An aspiration for the future continues to be a swimming pool. 
And there are places in Paddock Wood where the community may meet such as coffee 
shops, cafes, pubs and restaurants. 
 
Paddock Wood has a semi-rural feel with specialist independent shops and as part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan we aspire to have a central square in the middle of the town.  The town 
has a self-sufficient infrastructure of a health centre, schools and transport.   It is popular 
with young families thanks to good educational facilities as well as being convenient for 
Maidstone, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells. It is a magnet for families looking for new build 
properties within walking distance of the town centre and the railway station, from where 
London can be reached in under an hour by train.  There is a direct rail link to Gatwick and 
the Channel Tunnel is easily accessible.  In addition, the town is located close to the A21 
and motorways. 
 
Paddock Wood is a small town where many people know one another and there are whole 
community events such as the carnival and Light Up Paddock Wood. It has a very friendly 
atmosphere and is the natural centre for the area being surrounded by a cluster of “pretty” 
villages. It was formerly the centre for the hop industry, had its own cattle market and was/is 
a railway hub. 
 
In our Neighbourhood Plan there are aspirations to make Paddock Wood an important hub 
for social interaction and plans are in hand for a community centre to be built within the town,  
  
To keep up to date with what is going on with all aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan you are 
welcome to join the Steering Group at their meetings which take place in the Wesley Centre 
on the third Wednesday of each month. You can also follow the Paddock Wood 
Neighbourhood Plan Facebook page. 
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