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In late August Paddock Wood Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and Paddock Wood 

Town Council met with the Planning team of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (TWBC).  

Paddock Wood was also represented by two of our Borough Councillors one of whom is also 

our County Councillor and a member of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

The meeting with TWBC lasted all day.  Some members of the Steering Group and the Town 

Council had taken the day off work to attend showing how important people considered the 

meeting to be.  The TWBC team was led by Stephen Baughan (Head of Planning) and Linda 

Middlemiss (Major Planning Projects Officer) which also showed the commitment of TWBC 

to the meeting. 

The discussions were wide ranging and included a number of topics which Paddock Wood 

residents have raised. Traffic, parking, flood risk, surface water drainage, employment, the 

infrastructure of the town, derelict land and the town centre were all discussed.  The 

Neighbourhood Plan group was also able to share and discuss their aspirations for the town 

including an indoor and outdoor sports hub as well as a swimming pool.  There were some 

tricky conversations but all had the opportunity to express their views. 

Over the last couple of years TWBC has been asking people to put forward land they 

consider suitable for future development.  This can be seen on the TWBC website.  TWBC is 

in the process of identifying the most suitable sites for various sorts of development and the 

sites decided upon will become public when TWBC consults on its local plan in the first part 

of 2019. 

Knowing that TWBC will not be going out to consultation until 2019 is very frustrating for the 

PWNP group as although this gives time to refine and develop our policies, we cannot move 

forward with our own Neighbourhood Plan consultation until it is known for def inite what is 

being put forward by TWBC in its local plan.  As said so many times previously the Paddock 

Wood Neighbourhood Plan has to complement the Tunbridge Wells local plan and cannot be 

in conflict with it.    

To keep up to date with what is going on with all aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan you are 
welcome to join the Steering Group at their meetings which take place in the Wesley Centre 
on the third Wednesday of each month. You can also follow the Paddock Wood 
Neighbourhood Plan Facebook page. 
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