
 

 

PADDOCK WOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

– UPDATE 

 

 

 

Do you want to be someone who has a say over where new 

houses, shops and offices are built in Paddock Wood?   

Maybe you want to see improvements in Commercial 

Road?  Or protect existing local spaces?  Or ensure there 

are enough new homes for young families?   

The production of a Neighbourhood Plan is a community-wide 

affair. It’s a great opportunity to bring together all age groups 

across the area and is a fantastic way to become more involved 

in Paddock Wood.  We are actively talking with people locally – 

residents, businesses, community groups, schools – to find out 

what’s important to them regarding where they live, what they’d 

like to improve and what their vision is for the area. 

The production of a Neighbourhood Plan for Paddock Wood is 

well under way. Our professional consultants, Feria Urbanism, 

acting on our behalf and making full use of consultations 

already held within Paddock Wood, are starting to draft the 

planning policies that will in due course make Paddock Wood’s 

vision a reality.  

It is not too late to join one of our four key working groups and 

our contact details can be found at the end of this article. The 

next formal public consultation in Paddock Wood will take 

place early in 2017.   

In the meantime we need to reflect on why a Neighbourhood 

Plan will be beneficial to Paddock Wood.  



 

 

In very simple terms, a Neighbourhood Plan is: 

• A document that sets out planning policies for the 

particular area.  Planning policies are used in deciding 

whether to approve planning applications; 

• Written by the residents of Paddock Wood, the people 

who know and love the area; 

• A powerful tool to ensure we get the right type of 

development, in the right place. 

 

Once it is finalised and comes into force any decisions about 

whether or not to grant planning permission in the Paddock 

Wood area must be made in accordance with our 

neighbourhood plan.  

Without a Neighbourhood Plan Tunbridge Wells Borough 

Council will make all the decisions without taking our 

views into consideration. 

From January 2017 the Steering Group will be meeting at 8.30 
pm on the third Wednesday of every month at the Wesley 

Centre.  Please feel free to come and meet us or better still to 
express an interest in joining the team.  Alternatively please 

contact us through Paddock Wood Town Council on 01892 
837373, or through the Town Council’s website. 

 

By Meryl Flashman Secretary to the Paddock Wood 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  December 2016 

 


